
40 ...  Influencing the North East

In this month’s look at the vital work of smaller charities across 
Yorkshire, Living North hear how RAIN rescue animals in need, 

and why they need support more than ever as they celebrate 
the opening of their second site

R AIN has been dedicated to saving the lives of 
vulnerable animals since it was founded in 
Rotherham in 2002. The team rescue hundreds 
of animals each year, providing them with a 

safe place until they can find their new forever homes. 
‘Not only do we support animals, we also support their 
people too,’ says Individual Giving and Campaigns 
Fundraiser  Bethan Killelay. ‘We’re proud to help pet 
owners through challenging times, whether that’s 
providing support, advice, or practical help to keep pets 
and their families together.’

At RAIN, each animal’s journey is unique. ‘Some arrive 
very frightened and unsure, where others arrive needing 
urgent medical help, but most importantly they are all met 
with compassion, patience and expert care,’ says Bethan. 
‘With the support of our dedicated team and foster 
network, we help them rediscover trust, build confidence, 
and prepare for life in a loving home. We take the time to 
understand each animal’s individual needs, helping them 
build confidence, overcome challenges, and prepare for 
life in a loving forever home.’

RAIN also has its own on-site vet clinic, allowing the team 
to provide the medical care and treatment animals need 
throughout their journey. Bethan says the demand for 
rescue support is rising. ‘More pets are being abandoned or 
needing help, while smaller rescues are struggling to keep 
up with increasing pressure on funding and capacity,’ she 
says. ‘This makes RAIN’s work more important than ever 
for our region. We provide a vital lifeline for vulnerable 
cats and dogs, offering rescue, rehabilitation, veterinary 
care and the chance to find loving forever homes, while 
also supporting pet owners too.’ 

Despite these challenges, RAIN continues to share success 
stories such as Eric’s. He arrived with a mysterious past 
and a severely damaged eye that was causing him pain and 
discomfort. ‘To give him the best chance at a happy future, 
our veterinary team made the difficult but necessary 
decision to remove his eye, allowing him to heal and begin 

a new chapter,’ says Bethan. ‘With the care and support 
of our team, Eric recovered beautifully and learned that 
life with one eye was nothing to worry about. He quickly 
showed everyone what a loving and special cat he was, and 
we’re so happy to share that Eric has now found his forever 
home. He can finally enjoy the happy, comfortable life he 
always deserved.’

Peaches is another great example. She was found alone, 
frightened, starving and suffering with a severely injured leg 
that could not be saved. ‘We can only imagine the pain and 
loneliness she endured before being brought to safety,’ says 
Bethan. ‘Despite her heartbreaking start, Peaches never lost 
her gentle nature. Thanks to RAIN and our supporters, she 
received the care, love and rehabilitation she desperately 
needed and has now found the forever home she truly 
deserves. We couldn’t be happier for her.’

There are plenty of ways to support RAIN. The team have 
recently launched their challenge series, giving supporters 
the opportunity to take on exciting fundraising challenges, 
step outside their comfort zone, and help the animals who 
need it most. ‘From bungee jumps and long-distance runs to 
fun obstacle courses, there’s a challenge for everyone – and 
every step helps us continue caring for vulnerable cats and 
dogs,’ says Bethan. ‘You can also support RAIN by making a 
one-off donation or becoming a monthly supporter. Every 
donation, no matter the size, helps us provide the care, 
treatment, and love our animals need. Your support truly 
means the world to us, and our animals are more grateful 
than you know. We need our supporters now more than 
ever to help us continue being there for pets in need.’

Last year RAIN acquired its second centre in Misson, 
Doncaster, expanding its ability to support more pets and 
people, and the doors to the new site opened on 18th July 
this year. Bethan adds, ‘with new facilities and services, 
we’re creating more opportunities to rescue, care for, and 
support vulnerable animals for years to come.’

Learn more and find more ways to support at rainrescue.co.uk.
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